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OPEN LETTER FROM AMERICAN JEWISH LEADERS:

STAND UP FOR JEWISH
SAFETY AND DEMOCRACY

It’s time to act!

History has taught us that Jewish safety and democracy are inextricably linked. The Jewish People have

flourished in democratic societies and have been repeatedly persecuted in authoritarian regimes. Today,

democracy in our country is being assaulted as never before. It’s time for Jewish leadership to act.

The major institutions, leadership, and resources of the organized Jewish community have been

understandably focused on combating antisemitism. However, with few exceptions, major Jewish

organizations have been far too silent about the stunning assault on democratic norms and the rule

of law. While modest declarations of “respecting the rule of law” and similar phrases have been

included in multiple organizational statements, we believe the present moment requires far more.

A range of actors are using a purported concern about Jewish safety as a cudgel to weaken higher

education, due process, checks and balances, freedom of speech and the press. Let us acknowledge

that these rights, institutions and systems are the cornerstone of American Democracy and enabled

American Jewry to thrive in the 20th century. American Jewry enjoyed more rights, more freedoms,

more opportunities and more achievements than we have ever known in 2,500 years of Jewish life.

As individuals who have devoted our lives to strengthening the Jewish People—in our communities,

in the State of Israel, and globally—we recognize the complexity of addressing these issues when

there is division within our communities. Our message is motivated by the exigencies of this moment

when democratic norms are under assault and antisemitism is metastasizing. It is imperative to join

with our fellow citizens to protect and preserve our democracy.

‘We urge Jewish Ieadershlp to forcefully and publicly reafflrm the hlstorlc and continuing
8 commltment of the American Jewish community to acaéemlc freedom , to the rule of

e -

‘law, to ensure due process to anyone accused of breakmg the IaW* t6 freedom of speech
“and the press. And we call on Jewish’ leaders and institutions—national and Iocal—to

resist the exploitation of Jewish fears and publicly join with other organizations that
are battling to preserve the guardrails of democracy.
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